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What Does It Mean That the Bible is Inspired? 


Sixbert SANGWA - June 01, 2024 


Understanding Biblical Inspiration 


Biblical inspiration signifies that God divinely guided the human authors of the Scriptures so that their writings 
are truly God's Word. This concept is often encapsulated by the term "God-breathea" (2 Timothy 3:16), which 
means that every part of the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, is inspired by God. This divine influence 


ensures the accuracy and authority of the Scriptures, making them unique among all other writings. 


Verbal Plenary Inspiration 


The doctrine of verbal plenary inspiration holds that God's inspiration extends to the very words of the Bible 
(verbal) and to all parts of Scripture (plenary). This means that every word and all subject matter within the Bible 
are divinely inspired. The Bible asserts its comprehensive inspiration in passages like 1 Corinthians 2:12-13 and 
2 Timothy 3:16-17. These verses affirm that every word is from God, making the Bible an infallible guide for 


teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness. 


The Nature and Purpose of Inspiration 


2 Timothy 3:16-17 emphasizes the utility of Scripture: "A// Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work." This indicates that the Bible is not only inspired but also practical for guiding believers in 
their faith and conduct. The divine inspiration ensures that the Scriptures are authoritative and sufficient for 


establishing doctrine and instructing believers on how to live a godly life. 


Human Authors and Divine Inspiration 


Despite using human authors with their distinctive styles and personalities, God ensured that what they wrote 
was His Word. This divine-human partnership is clarified in 2 Peter 1:21, which states, "For prophecy never had 
its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the 
Holy Spirit.” Jesus Christ affirmed this understanding by underscoring the enduring truth and reliability of the 
Scriptures in Matthew 5:17-18. 


The Implications of Inspiration 


Because the Bible is divinely inspired, it is also inerrant (free from error) and authoritative. A correct view of 
God, who is all-powerful, all-knowing, and perfect, leads to a correct view of His Word, which shares these 
characteristics. The inerrancy and authority of the Scriptures are critical because they guarantee that the Bible 


is a trustworthy and definitive guide for faith and life. 


Additional Scriptural Support 


Further support for the inspiration of the Bible can be found in verses such as: 
e Psalm 119:105: "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path." 
¢ Hebrews 4:12: "For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the 
heart." 


¢ John 17:17: "Sanctify them by the truth; your word ts truth." 


These verses reinforce the transformative power and enduring truth of the Scriptures. 


Conclusion 


The Bible's inspiration is a foundational truth that underscores its divine origin, authority, and inerrancy. 
Understanding this concept helps believers trust in the Scriptures as the true Word of God, capable of guiding 
them in all aspects of faith and practice. As new believers grow in their faith, recognizing the inspired nature of 


the Bible is crucial for their spiritual development and relationship with God. 


Related Articles 
¢ How Should We Interpret the Bible? 
¢ What Does It Mean That the Bible is Inspired? 
¢ What Does It Mean That the Bible is Infallible? 


¢ What is the Difference Between the Inerrancy and Infallibility of Scripture? 
¢ What Does It Mean That the Bible Should Be Our Sole Authority for Faith and Practice? 


Further Resources 
¢ Explore Online Ministry Opportunities at Open Christian Ministries (USA) 
e Explore Christian Business Services at the Center for Faith and Work (Rwanda) 
¢ Pursue an Affordable Online Christian Degree at Open Christian University (USA) 


e Kindly Share Your Question for Consideration in Future Articles. Click Here to Submit 
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